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flute. The statuette dates back to the early Chimu civilization, about the
second century B.C., and it may well be one of the earliest specimens
of musical sculpture in pre-Columbian America. There is on it a curious
lettering, a linear tracery that suggests notation. Are these strange mark-
ings nothing more than dyed cracks in the bone structure? Or do they
correspond to the melody of some ancient Indian chant? Are they primi-
tive musical symbols? &Quien sabe?

The course of evolution of Latin American music, from the dawn of
continental civilization to the present times, is summarized in the fol-
lowing paragraphs:

PRE-COLUMBIAN CULTURES (before 1492). Primitive musical instincts
expressed in singing and rhythmic stamping. Manufacture of drums made
of hollow tree trunks and covered with animal skins ^ scratchers made of
notched fruit shells; and shakers, or gourds with dry seed inside. Produc-
tion of vertical flutes and panpipes made of baked clay, and sometimes
of animal and even human bones. Formation of the pentatonic scale, pos-
sibly of chironomic origin, symbolizing the five digits of the hand.

EARLY CENTURIES OF THE CONQUEST (1492-1750). The first native
festival heard by Europeans, given by Queen Anacaona in Santo Domingo
in 1520. Church music carried by the Jesuits to the natives of South Amer-
ica. Determined efforts of colonial authorities to suppress indigenous
music, with forcible destruction of drums and other Indian instruments.
Gradual amalgamation of native and European rhythms and melodies
into new distinctive Latin-American forms. Extension of the pentatonic
scale to the heptatonic, symmetrization of musical phrases, and introduc-
tion of traditional European harmony into popular music of Latin Amer-
ica. Infusion of African rhythms consequent upon the importation of
Negro slaves.

FORMATION OF NATIONAL CULTURES (1750-1900). Foundation of con-
servatories and music schools. Immigration of Italian and other foreign
musicians to South America. Composition of national anthems, after the
War of Independence.

MODERN ERA OF LATIN AMERICAN Music (1900-1950). Establish-
ment of opera houses in the principal centers. Organization of symphonic
ensembles under the direction of native and foreign musicians. Foundation